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Grameen America is dedicated to helping 
entrepreneurial women who live in poverty build 
businesses to enable financial mobility.

Grameen America is the fastest growing nonprofit microfinance 
organization in the United States with a proven national solution to advance 
financial inclusion for women. We provide small loans, training and support 
to low-income women to help them build businesses, achieve higher family 
incomes and revitalize their communities. 

120,000 Women Served

99% Repayment Rate

OUR MISSION

NATIONAL IMPACT

Grameen America provides microloans (ranging from 
$2,000 to $15,000), financial training and support to 
members. As part of our program, members open free 
savings accounts with commercial banks and make 
weekly deposits. We also report microloan repayments 
to Experian and Equifax, enabling our members to 
build their financial identity. 

OUR SERVICES

   $1.24 Billion Loans Disbursed 

14 U.S. Cities

126,000 Jobs Created or Maintained

479,000  Total Loans

OUR MODEL

Members open a 
savings account

Group of 5 
women forms

Group undergoes 5 days 
of financial training

Each woman receives a 
microloan to build a small 

business

Groups attend weekly meetings with 
Grameen America field officers to make 

repayments and receive training

JOINING GRAMEEN AMERICA

Each woman repays loans in full 
at the end of 6 month terms

Members are eligible for larger loans to grow 
their business, build their financial identity, 

and receive additional support

FIRST LOAN CYCLE ONGOING

WHO WE SERVE

Our target population is women who live below 
the federal poverty line for whom the mainstream 
financial system is currently out of reach. Our 
members are women who previously had few options 
for accessing capital and most lacked bank accounts 
and credit scores. 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT
GRAMEEN PROMOTORAS 

The Grameen Promotoras initiative is a pilot program 
in our Bronx branch aimed at improving the overall 
well-being of our members. Community health 
workers, known as Promotoras, meet with our 
members at their weekly center meetings to provide 
health screenings, education workshops, and system 
navigation and referrals. 
 
A joint health initiative with Grameen PrimaCare, the 
Grameen Promotoras program includes workshops 
on health literacy including nutrition, mental 
health, physical activity and domestic violence. The 
program also offers vaccinations and conducts health 

MEMBER ENGAGEMENT 

3,500 Women

126 Centers

756 Workshops 

Women’s Health (33.3%)

Cardiovascular Health (33.3%)

Nutrition (16.6%)

Emotional Health (16.6%)

WORKSHOP TOPICS 

screenings including BMI, blood pressure and A1C 
glucose level testing. Members of the program 
obtain referrals to local health providers and are 
supported by the Promotora to navigate the health 
system within the Bronx community where they 
live and work.

At present, more than 3,500 women are being 
served. The program has led to significant 
improvements in our members’ access to services 
and health literacy, and has supported overall 
program satisfaction. 
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PROGRAM GROWTH IN UNION CITY

3,484
WOMEN SERVED 

$22.5 Million
LOANS DISBURSED 
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PROGRAM GROWTH IN UNION CITY

$1,200                                      $1,513

Pro bono revenue and expenses excluded.

99%
REPAYMENT RATE 

$2,700
AVERAGE LOAN SIZE

10,579
TOTAL LOANS DISBURSED

3,658
TOTAL JOBS CREATED 
OR MAINTAINED



MEMBER HIGHLIGHT
ANA
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Ana loves cosmetics and spent 18 years selling 
make-up in various flea markets in New Jersey. Two 
years ago, she decided to move her business into a 
storefront in Union City. At the time, the only loans 
she was eligible for were from predatory lenders 
at the flea market. These loans would charge 
exorbitant interest rates, between $25 and $50 per 
week, on a loan of only $1,000. She was left with no 
choice, as it was the only way she knew to invest in 
her business, but the loans drove her to the brink 
of bankruptcy. 

That’s when a friend told her to join Grameen 
America because of its low interest rates. Since 
then, her life has turned around. She is currently 

on her third loan with Grameen, using the $2,800 to 
purchase makeup, perfume and accessories, which 
she finds at different stores and flea markets, or buys 
wholesale directly from major brands like Clarins 
and NARS. She sells her products at low prices to 
ensure her customers can afford her producs, and 
she is always buying more to restock. “I feel so much 
more at ease,” she says. “Now I can do something for 
myself and my four daughters.”


