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Over the past decade, Grameen America has expanded to 20 branches in 13 U.S. cities
and provided essential microloans to more than 108,000 women entrepreneurs. Our
members repay these loans at an astonishing rate of over 99%. What truly sets
Grameen America apart from other organizations is our return on investment. As our
members repay their loans, these funds are recycled back into the program, serving
even more women nationwide.

While we recognize progress, we see an even greater need for our program in low-
income communities across the United States. Over the next decade, the organization
aims to double our number of branches, touch the lives of 1 million people, create
360,000 jobs, and invest $12 billion in women-owned businesses. Together, we can
make these goals a reality and make a tremendous impact on poverty alleviation in the
United States.

Grameen America is dedicated to transforming lives by providing women with the
financial leverage they need to build better futures for themselves and their families.
Over the next decade, we will remain committed to helping women lift themselves out
of poverty.
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Grameen America has grown our Los Angeles program by investing

$63,284,000 in 10,395 members through its inception. Our members have

been able to invest their microloans in building and expanding their

businesses. Grameen America continues to provide program offerings

aside from affordable capital, including asset- and credit-building services,

financial education, and peer support networks to ensure that our

members are growing into dynamic leaders and entrepreneurs in their

community.
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She started with Grameen in 2015 at the recommendation of her aunt and the few

other members she knew. Now, Margarita is on her 5th loan. She has never received a

loan from another institution. “I like that Grameen helps other women like me,” she

said. “Other places don’t bring the same opportunities.”

Originally from Durango, Mexico, Margarita came to the US in 1989 with her

husband. They have been married for 26 years, and he is a gardener. Margarita has

four kids, ages 24, 21, 18, and 11. Grameen has helped her family to find a better

future. Margarita has three employees, two in the food business and one in the

clothing business, and her kids also help when they can.

She says that Grameen is best for women entrepreneurs who are willing to work hard

and make an effort to be successful. She has done this herself: before Grameen, she

had little merchandise. Now, her store is overflowing with men’s clothing, women’s

clothing, children’s clothing, shoes, bathing suits, pajamas, and more. “Now that I

have discovered this organization, my business has prospered, and has generated lots

of income, and I give thanks to Grameen America for the opportunities that it has

given to all of the female entrepreneurs.”

Margarita is a seasoned

entrepreneur: she runs not one,

but two businesses out of her

home. In her food business,

Margarita sells Mexican food

like empanadas, patties, and

soups on Sundays. In her

clothing business, Margarita

sells clothing for men, women,

and children. She has had these

businesses for 10 years and 4

years, respectively.

“Grameen has changed my life drastically because it has given me the opportunity

to feel like a small entrepreneur, but at the same time an entrepreneur on my own,

valuing myself on my own.”
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