
1 5 0  W E S T  3 0 T H  S T R E E T
8 T H  F L O O R  
N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y  1 0 0 0 1
G R A M E E N A M E R I C A . O R G



1Grameen America Q3 2018 Austin Report

Grameen America is proud to announce that we have invested over 

$1 billion dollars in women-run small businesses. 

Over the past decade, Grameen America has expanded to 20 branches in 13 U.S. cities
and provided essential microloans to more than 108,000 women entrepreneurs. Our
members repay these loans at an astonishing rate of over 99%. What truly sets
Grameen America apart from other organizations is our return on investment. As our
members repay their loans, these funds are recycled back into the program, serving
even more women nationwide.

While we recognize progress, we see an even greater need for our program in low-
income communities across the United States. Over the next decade, the organization
aims to double our number of branches, touch the lives of 1 million people, create
360,000 jobs, and invest $12 billion in women-owned businesses. Together, we can
make these goals a reality and make a tremendous impact on poverty alleviation in the
United States.

Grameen America is dedicated to transforming lives by providing women with the
financial leverage they need to build better futures for themselves and their families.
Over the next decade, we will remain committed to helping women lift themselves out
of poverty.
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Grameen America has grown our Austin program by investing $16,689,000 in 3,093
members through the third quarter of 2018. Our members have been able to invest
their microloans in building and expanding their businesses. Grameen America
continues to provide program offerings aside from affordable capital, including
asset- and credit-building services, financial education, and peer support networks
to ensure that our members are growing into dynamic leaders and entrepreneurs in
their community.
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Blanca joined Grameen America three years ago, with hopes of
continuing in the beauty business to support her children and
extended family. She was invited to join the program by a friend
who thought Grameen America would be a great fit.

After joining Grameen America, Blanca was able to start a small
nail business. Now that she is in her third year, Blanca has moved
into a full-service space and provides nail services out of a salon.
The profit she makes from her business is put toward savings for
future plans.

Blanca enjoys the peer network she has tapped into as a Grameen
member. She enjoys attending her weekly center meetings and
believes that they have increased her sense of responsibility. In
the near future, she plans to expand her nail business into a larger
space where she can hire a team.

Blanca has always been an

entrepreneur at heart. Growing
up in Ecuador, her parents
instilled in her and her siblings
the belief that they had to excel
in school and work hard in
order to build successful
careers. Her entrepreneurial
spirit led her to take charge of
her livelihood early on. In
Ecuador, she ran her own salon.
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